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New IIT-Bhubaneswar director may be hired after poll results

Ashak Pradhan, TNN | Apr 26, 2014, 08.25 AM IST
BHUBANESWAR: An acting director is likely to be appointed for IIT Bhubaneswar (IITBES) as a
stop-gap arrangement after incumbent Madhusudan Chakraborty completes his five-year tenure on
May 18, government sources said.

An officer in the Union ministry of human resources development (MHRD) said that since the model
code of conduct is in force, the government would not go for appointment of another director at this
juncture and in all probability wait for the new government to decide on the matter. "It is most likely
that an acting director would be appointed. Either that, or Chakraborty will get an extension for a
month or so,” he said.

Even if the government publishes an advertisement now, aspirants will have 45 days to apply, far more
time than the less than one month that Chakraborty has as director.

Sources said a five-member team comprising IITBBS former chairman and vice-chairman of Tata Steel B Muthuraman, IITBBS chairman and MD
Vedanta Aluminum S S Roongta, chairman of the IIT council standing committee M M Sharma, MHRD additional secretary Amita Sharma and IIT
Bombay former director Ashok Mishra had recently reviewed the performance of IITBBS and submitted a report to the ministry. They had not given a
favourable report, the sources said.

Though the government is considering an extension for IIT Hyderabad director U B Desai, IIT Ropar director M K Surappa and IIT Gandhinagar
director 3 K Jain, it is averse to giving a second term to IIT Patna direetor Anil Bhoumick (who is facing a vigilance case) and Chakraborty, the sources
added.

The Union government is not considering another term to Chakraborty because it is not happy with the slow pace of work forthe permanent campus of
the institute at Aragul village on the outskirts of the city, sources said.

The campus is coming up on a 950-acre plot and had original an commissioning deadline of 2013. During his foundation day lecture on February 12,
the IITBBS director had said that the institute would move to its new campus by July this year. While civil works for the hostels are complete, work for
water, power supply and peripheral development are yet to be done.
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HT Indore

India successfully test-fires interceptor missile

BHUBANESWAR: The Defence Research Development Organisation (DRDO) on Sunday successfully carried out the
maiden PDV mission that provides a multi-layered shield against ballistic missile attacks from Wheeler Islands off Odisha
coast. The supersonic PDV interceptor missile can engage incoming ballistic missiles of up to 2000 km range and
intercept them at an altitude of more than 120 km. PDV missile has replaced the PAD missile that can intercept target at
an altitude between 50 km and 80 km. The achievement comes after the successful trial launch of surface-to-air Akash
missile on Saturday.

HT Mumbai

WONDERS
OF REUSING

Team Vikas is part of the lIT-B's
National Service Scheme (NSS) wing
and undertakes eco-friendly activities

Around 50 team members have
been reusing paper trash to
make hand-bound notebooks

They distribute these notebooks
among under-privileged children

The team collects papers printed on
one side from around the campus =
photocopy centres, and academic
offices and department offices

Last year, more than 400 notebooks of
200 pages each were distributed for
free among under-privileged children

The team has placed boxes around the
campus for students to drop partially
used printouts for reusing. They also
collect exam-sheets from various
departments, and print-outs from
hostels and photocopy centres

The group has also joined hands with
another group at the institute,
Abhyasika, which teaches children
living in the slum areas of Phule
Nagar in Powai
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Scientists Reconstruct Earth's Ancient Ocean to Find Origins
of Life

http://www.scienceworldreport.com/articles/14249/20140427/scientists-reconstruct-earths-ancient-ocean-find-origins-life.htm

Our ancient Earth played home to oceans that were far different than the ones of today. Now,
scientists have taken a closer look at these waters and have found details about how the first
organisms on our planet could have become metabolically active.

Almost 4 billion years ago, life on Earth began in the iron-rich oceans that dominated the surface of our planet.
Yet scientists have long wondered when and how cellular metabolism, the network of chemical reactions
needed to produce the building blocks of life, appeared.

In order to learn more about the early history of Earth, the researchers decided to reconstruct our planet's
earliest ocean. They based their reconstruction on the composition of various early sediments described in
scientific literature.

They found that there was a spontaneous occurrence of the chemical reactions used by modern cells to
synthesize many of the crucial organic molecules of metabolism. Previously, scientists assumed that these
reactions were carried out in modern cells by metabolic enzymes, highly complex molecular machines.


http://www.scienceworldreport.com/articles/14249/20140427/scientists-reconstruct-earths-ancient-ocean-find-origins-life.htm
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"Our results demonstrate that the conditions and molecules found in the Earth's ancient oceans assisted and
acceleration the interconversion of metabolites that in modern organisms make up glycolysis and the pentose-
phosphate pathways, two of the essentially and most centrally placed reaction cascades of metabolism," said
Markus Ralser, one of the researchers, in a news release. "In our reconstructed version of the ancient Archean
ocean, these metabolic reactions were particularly sensitive to the presence of ferrous iron that helped catalyze
many of the chemical reactions that we observed."

The findings reveal a little bit more about how life might have started in our ancient seas. This could also be
applicable for discovering life on other planets.

The findings were published in the journal Molecular Systems Biology.
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[ISc student ends life, decomposed body found after 2 days™

Bangalore: The decomposed
body of a postgraduate stu-
dent was found in his hostel
roommat the mdianInstitute of
Science here on Sunday Po-
licesaid the body of Prabhalk-
aran JE @5 was found at
least two davs after he had

cormmitted suicide,

Police didn’'t find any sui-
cide note but quoted some of
his friends as sayving that a
broken relationship with his
girlfriend might have driven
him totake theextremestep.

Prabhakaran. firom Chen-

nai, was pursuing his mas-
ters degree in aeronautical
and astronautical engineer-
ing. Thesuicide came to light
on Sunday when a foul smell
started emmanat ing from room
28 of the PG hostelfor men.
Prabhakaran was to com-

plete his course in June and
had been offered ajob by a big
company through campus.

DCP  (East) Ravikante
Gowda =aid the students
body has been kept in cold
storage till his parents arrive
inthe citv Tem


http://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2014-04/embo-rao042314.php
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IIT Gandhinagar bags prize for construction workers’ welfare programme

Runa Multherjee Pariihy,THIN | Apr 25, 2014, 07.54 FM IST

AHMEDABAD: IIT Gandhinagar's construction workers welfare programime has been recognized with
the natonal HUDCO Award for 'Best Practices to Improve the Living Environment 2013-14'. The award
was handed out at the annual day of Housing and Urban Development Corporation (HUDCO)in New
Delhi.

IIT-Gn was cited for the housing, safety and welfare practices it hasimplementad for construction
workers and for the contributions of its community voluntesr group, Nyasa, which runs educational
programmes for the children of construction workers. Sudhir Jain, director, 1IT-Gn, said, "Social
engagement is a high priority for us. We strive to sensitize our students to their social responsibilities.
We can only be effective in doing thatif we demonstrate that same commitiment in our own practice as
an institution. We are therefors constantly looking for ways to engage with and contribute to the local
community, of which we are a part."

The varsityensures dignified and sanitary housing conditions for construction workers by including special conditions in all its contracts that obligate
contractors to construct clean, hygienic and well wentilated workers' housing with adequate water supply, electrical and sanitation facilities.

To ensure worker safety, contactors are required to implement safety measures and two days of mandatory safety training for all workers., A
comprehensive group insurance cover of Rs 50,000 to Rs 1,00,0001s also required for all workers and their supervisory staff. In addition, regular
health camps are organized. Ithas created a Contract Worker Benevolent Fund to cover unforeseen medical emergencies and a Children's Education
Fund, which provides financial assistance of up to Rs 10,000 per family per year for the educational expenses of their children. It hasalso established a
Palaj Willage Outreach Fund for outreach activities in the willage.

In September 20173, the IIT Council commended the institute and recomnmended the adoption of its exemplary labor welfare practices by all IITs.
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IIT Gandhinagar’s welfare programme bags HUDCO award

Chitra Unndthan, THIN | Apr 26, 2014, 0237 FPM IST

AHMEDABAD: IIT Gandhinagar's Construction Workers Welfare Programme has been recognized with
thenational HUDCO Award for 'Best Practices to Improve the Living Environment 2013-14'.

The award, which included a E= 1lakh cash prize was handed out at the annual day of Housing and
Urban Development Corporation (HUDCO)in Delhi by Anita Agnihotri, secretary, Ministry of Housing
and Urban Poverty Alleviation (HUPA)on April 25, 2014.

IIT Gandhinagar was cited for the housing, safety and welfare practices it has implemented for
construction workers and for the contributions of its community volunteer group, Nyasa, which mins
educational programimes for the children of construction workers.

"Social engagementis a high priority for IIT Gandhinagar. We strive to sensitize our students to their

social responsibilities. We can only be effective in doing that if we demonstrate that same commitment
in our own practice az an Institution. We are therefore constantly looking for ways to engage with and contribute to the local community, of which we
are a part," said Sudhir Jain, director of IIT Gandhinagar.

Az part of the programme, IIT Gandhinagar ensures dignified and sanitary housing conditions for construction workers by including special conditions
in all its contracts that obligate contractors to construct clean, hygienic and well ventilated workers' housing with adequate water supply, electrical and
sanitaton facilities.

MNvasa, which started in 2011, operates two schools at the permanent campus site in Palaj and one atits temporary campus in Chandkheda. Between
them the three schools service nearly 200 children of 2,000 construction workers. The students receive fres nutritious meals and ar= aided in enrolling
in regular governmment schools. The IITGN community also offers financial help to students interested in pursuing formal education.



